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Lighting the 
Way to 

Leadership! 

Wards Creek Elementary    6555 SR 16, St. Augustine, FL 32092    April/May 2017 

OUR CORE VALUES  

We believe that: 
• The Character Counts Pillars of 

Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and 
Citizenship are essential qualities to 
model and instill in our students. 

• The Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People are the foundation for 
developing leaders. 

• All individuals are valuable and can 
make meaningful contributions. 

• A caring and compassionate learning 
environment will support the needs of 
the whole child and inspire all to 
reach their full potential. 

• Leaders are life-long learners. 
 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF HAPPY KIDS 

 
1. Be Proactive – I am in charge! 
2. Begin with the end in mind – Have a 

plan!  
3.  Put first things first – Work first, then 

play!  
4. Think win/win – There’s plenty for 

all! 
5.  Seek first to understand, then to be 

understood – Listen before you speak!  
6. Synergize – Together is better! 
7. Sharpen the saw – Balance feels best! 

BONUS:  
8. Find your voice, and inspire others to 

find theirs – I’m on a mission! 
 

OUR VISION IS TO: Be a school  
Where Children Excel by 
developing leaders with character 
and a passion for lifelong learning. 

 

OUR MISSION IS TO: Engage 
Learners to Excel in Life and 

Embrace Leadership to Enhance 
our Local and global society. 
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   Happy Spring to all our Warrior families.  I hope you are 
enjoying this lovely time of year.  We are very busy as we race 
through the final quarter of the year.  It will be summer soon, but we 
have some great memories to make before then! 
 
Our Spring Festival was a wonderful event and I would like to thank 
our PTO for all they have done this year for our school and our 
families.  It is great to enjoy community wide events together as a 
school family.  And the funds raised are enhancing our classrooms 
with more technology for your children!  That’s a win-win for all! 
Testing is on the calendar and we are excited about the opportunity 
our students have to demonstrate their abilities and showcase their 
growth.  We appreciate all the volunteers who have helped with 
proctoring and ask that if you are able to help in this area, please give 
our school a call.  It is not an exciting job, but it is a necessity and we 
are very grateful to our proctors! 
 
As we approach the final lap, I just want to thank our parents for 
your support and partnership.  It is such a joy to work with students 
and families who appreciate the efforts of our teachers.  It has been a 
tremendously rewarding year, watching our students meet their 
goals and aspire to be the best persons they can become.     

Jarrell’s Journal Jarrell’s Journal 

In the fall, we will be unveiling our adult library section.  If you 
are a parent of a Wards Creek student, you will have access to 
this fantastic new resource!  This will be created solely through 
donations.  If you have any gently used books appropriate for 
young adults or older, please feel free to send it to the media 
center.  More information regarding this new addition will be 
given out in the fall, after we have it all finished.  Thank you 
for your support of this new adventure!   

Media Center News 
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PTO UPDATE 

 

Warriors! 

Thank you to all for coming out to our Annual Spring Fling!  The 
PTO could not hold these events without your support!  A special 
thanks to all the classes for the wonderful baskets!  
Glow Run was a success! Thanks to all of our runners and sponsors 
for supporting Mill Creek, Pacetti Bay and Wards Creek. 
Coming up: 
 

 Teacher Appreciation Week May 1-5 - Information will be 
going out to room parents shortly! 

 Summertime learning book flyer should be coming home next 
week.  

 We will be selling our School Box Kits again.  It will be online 
orders only, please check your email in the next few weeks for 
more information 

 Fifth grade ceremony is 5/16  
 Fifth grade water day and clap out will be held on 5/23 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, thoughts 
or concerns at Wardscreekpto@gmail.com  
 

Ann Gillette  
President, WCE PTO 

 
 

Early KG registration is HERE!  
Click the link below to schedule an 

appointment.  
http://www-

wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/  
 

mailto:Wardscreekpto@gmail.com
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
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Order your tickets now! 
Sales end May 5th 

 
 May 11 0r 12, 2017 

5:30 or 7 pm 
Each admission includes a yummy concessions 

snack pack!  
Cost: $ 5 .00   

Exact Cash Only 
Pre-Sale only. No ticket sales at door 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Child’s Name:  ___________________________________ 
Child’s Teacher:__________________________________ 
 

Performance 
Night 

Thursday May 11 Friday May 12 

Time (Circle 
one) 

   5:30                      7:00    5:30                         7:00 

Teachers Hagan/Lawless/Wagner/Fanning Shreves/Buchanan/Romano/Dean 

Number of 
tickets 
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Interims are released online for grades 3-5 on Monday, 
April 24th  

To view your child’s progress you will need to access 
Home Access Center (HAC). 

Click the link below to create an account or sign in. 
If you need assistance please email 
Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us. 
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/ 

  
 

mailto:Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
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Safety Leaders proudly standing from left to right Gabby Paterson, Abby Hagan, 
Olivia Hill, Bella Gosse, Abby Maddern, Hannah DeVelder, Syd Brockway, Taryn 

Ray, Ansley Fisher, and Grace Kennedy!   
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Cool Kindergarten 

Congratulations to our March Character 
Counts Trustworthiness recipients: Leah 
Pauly, Carson Lancaster, Danielle 
Priester, Maria De La Rosa Islas, Rylee 
Reagor and Belia Farrell! 
 
Our butterflies emerged from their 
chrysalis and we released them in our 
Kindergarden!  Our seeds are 
continuing to grow!  This month, we are 
learning about farms, farm life and the 
life cycle of chicks.  We are getting 
ready to visit the Rype and Readi Farm.  
We are also anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of our chick and duck eggs to 
hatch! 

 

 

 

 

Excellent ESE 
Speech Practice at Home 

Does your child receive speech services? One of 
the most important things they can do to increase 
their accuracy is to practice their target sounds at 
home.  Here are some suggestions to help 
motivate your child to practice: 

 Play a game-any game!  Get out a board 

game and have your child say his/her 

words 5 times each time it is his/her turn.   

 Blow bubbles.  Each time your child says 10 

words, they get to blow (or pop) some 

bubbles. 

 Roll the dice.  Have your child roll 1 die.  

Whatever number is rolled is the number 

of times your child says the word. 

 Play hopscotch.  Your child can say a word 

each time he or she jumps. 

 LEGOs!!  Give your child 1 Lego for each 

word that is produced. Then they can 

create anything they choose. 

 Get out the basketball.  Each time your 

child makes (or misses—your choice) a 

basket, he/she needs to produce a word 3-5 

times.     

 Read, read, read.  Have your child read 

ANYTHING out loud.  Maybe they would 

like to read you a page of their favorite 

book, descriptions of meals at a restaurant, 

or Sunday comics.  Remind them to take 

their time and read slowly. 

These are just a few suggestions that you can use 
to work with your child at home.  There are tons 
of other activities; be creative and HAVE FUN! 

Warrior 
Highlights! 
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Congratulations to Wards Creek 5th Grade  
Character Cup participants! 

  
Abbigael Maddern    Mia Ligon       Blake Beiriger    Cailyn Wright 
Nathan Adolf         Madison Stevens      Talen Tucker 
Allison McKay           Micah Ragin      Cohen Newsholme 

 
Mia Ligon placed 3rd in Long Jump.  

Cailyn Wright and Talen Tucker placed 3rd in Ski Team Race.  
The team placed 4th in Tug of War.  
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Terrific Third Grade  
Third Grade had an exciting time enjoying their end of the year field 
trip to Sweet Pete’s!  When the students arrived they were greeted by 
their own candy factory guides and taken to the 3rd floor where they 
participated in a candy making experience.  The candy maker 
explained the process, discussed ingredients, temperature, and tools.  
The students gained an understanding of the importance of 
temperature in candy making, making observations about various 
types of candies, and all the ingredients used to create milk/white 
chocolate.   The instructors asked the children questions, 
demonstrated, and allowed them to take part in the candy making 
and designing/creating of their own labels.  The students were 
excited to leave this part of the field trip with their own chocolate 
bars!  Students then made their way into another room where 
additional instructors lead them in candy experiments.  Afterwards, 
they had the pleasure of viewing the candy making process “in 
action” from a private balcony overlooking the kitchen where they 
learned more interesting facts about chocolate.  The students learned 
the history of chocolate, incorporated our science standards, and 
most importantly had fun while learning!   
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News from the PE Hut!  
 

It is time to join Wards Creeks Kids Triathlon Team. Last year we had the 
5th largest team at the race. Signups are going on now. If your student is 
interested send them to the PE hut for a form.  Our first practice will be 

after school on Tuesday, April 25th until 3:30. Our next practice will be on 
Tuesday, May 2nd until 3:30 and Saturday, May 13 from 8:00 – 10:30.  

 
  
 

Warrior Highlights! 

2nd Grade-Habitats and Life Cycles 
Spring has sprung and 2nd grade is geared up  
for our exciting and interactive science units on habitats  
and lifecycles. We are gathering Milkweed to plant in our 
grade-level garden in hopes of attracting Monarch butterflies. 
The students will be able to observe the complete life cycle of a 
Monarch in its natural setting. Some classrooms will have 
Painted Lady Caterpillars, Praying Mantis Eggs, and 
Mealworm larvae for our students to observe as well. Many of 
the classes have set out on school nature walks and enjoyed 
science lessons in our backyard habitats. Second grade thinks 
that science in the spring sure is splendid! 
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Fabulous Fourth Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(pictured: Amanda Michlitsch, Aubrie Dean, Marian Dean, Mrs. Dean, Mrs. Shreves, 
Mikaela Shreves, and Mrs. Greaves) 

 

 Fourth grade’s Mrs. Greaves, Mrs. Dean and Mrs. Shreves 
participated in the second Annual 5k Glow Run! Fourth grade 
students Emily McGlasson and Kaitlyn Manucy also ran the 5k. Alex 
Proper, Maurade Miller, Bailey Smith, and Riley Celzo ran the 1 mile 
fun run. In addition to the fourth grade teachers and students, Mrs. 
Shreves daughter Mikaela and Mrs. Dean’s daughters Marina and 
Aubrie also ran. While supporting education in our community Mrs. 
Greaves took home 1st place in age group. Aubrie took home 3rd 
overall female and Marina 1st overall female. We’d like to thank 
everyone for their support with this wonderful community event.  

Way to go ladies! 

  

 

Warrior Highlights! 



Page 13 
 

 
 
 

 Leadership Roles at Home 
 

Each new school year brings opportunities for 
academic growth and growth in all areas of 
development. Although children must be 
knowledgeable when they graduate, they must also 
be healthy, engaged, responsible, and caring people. 
 
One of the best ways to help your child realize his or 
her worth and leadership potential is to provide an 
opportunity to lead. Most Leader in Me Schools offer 
student leadership roles as a way to teach: 
Responsibility. Leadership. Contribution. 
 
Leadership roles can also be used at home. To begin: 

1. Talk with your child about the leadership role he 
or she might be interested in at home. 

2. Discuss why he or she is interested in the role. 
Ask what leadership qualities your child has that 
will help. Ask how he or she will handle 
homework or other commitments with this new-
role responsibility. 

3. Together, discuss, write, and sign the paper 
detailing the leadership behavior and 
expectations of the role. 

4. Give your child a week or so to adjust and then 
discuss how it’s going. This may open a 
conversation on how to handle things that are too 
easy or too difficult. 

5. Express appreciation and celebrate success! 
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It is important that your child arrive at school between 8:00 

am and 8:25 am. Please make sure your child arrives at 

school by 8:25 am so that they can be in their classroom 

ready to learn by 8:30 am. If you child is absent please send a 

note or email within 48 hours of returning to school.  

*Research shows that attendance is an important factor in 

student achievement.  

Platinum Business Partners 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOzR1fn3qMcCFcOmHgodcrALlA&url=http://www.rcsdk12.org/Page/823&ei=tQ_OVayjJ8PNevLgrqAJ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHNTVhqoiPJ22lrZGIdKDfJbWMY0w&ust=1439654169346050
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