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Lighting the 
Way to 

Leadership! 

Wards Creek Elementary    6555 SR 16, St. Augustine, FL 32092    Summer 2016 

OUR CORE VALUES  

We believe that: 
• The Character Counts Pillars of 

Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and 
Citizenship are essential qualities to 
model and instill in our students. 

• The Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People are the foundation for 
developing leaders. 

• All individuals are valuable and can 
make meaningful contributions. 

• A caring and compassionate learning 
environment will support the needs of 
the whole child and inspire all to 
reach their full potential. 

• Leaders are life-long learners. 
 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF HAPPY KIDS 

 
1. Be Proactive – I am in charge! 
2. Begin with the end in mind – Have a 

plan!  
3.  Put first things first – Work first, then 

play!  
4. Think win/win – There’s plenty for 

all! 
5.  Seek first to understand, then to be 

understood – Listen before you speak!  
6. Synergize – Together is better! 
7. Sharpen the saw – Balance feels best! 

BONUS:  
8. Find your voice, and inspire others to 

find theirs – I’m on a mission! 
 

OUR VISION IS TO: Be a school  
Where Children Excel by 
developing leaders with character 
and a passion for lifelong learning. 

 

OUR MISSION IS TO: Engage 
Learners to Excel in Life and 

Embrace Leadership to Enhance 
our Local and global society. 
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 Thank you families for another wonderful school year.  It is always 
so thrilling to look back over the year and see all the amazing 
experiences that will be memories to cherish for years to come.   
 
Now it’s time for our Warriors to sharpen your saws!  You have 
worked diligently all year and accomplished so much!  Now your 
days will be filled with summer fun.  I know you all have many plans 
for family trips, splashing in the pool, and spending time at the 
beach.   
 
Don’t forget to include reading in your daily pleasures!  Imagine the 
adventures you can experience through the pages of a great book!  
And be sure to complete your BINGO card so we can enjoy the Back 
to School BINGO party in August! 
 
Keep an eye on our website throughout the summer.  We will keep 
you updated on news you need to know! We look forward to seeing 
you all back for Meet & Greet on Tuesday, 8/9 from 10:00 – 12:00 for 
1st-5th graders, Monday, 8/8 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm for PreK, 
Kindergarten, and ESE classes. 
 

Have a wonderful and safe summer! 
 

Edie Jarrell 
 

 
 
 
 

Jarrell’s Journal Jarrell’s Journal 
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Enrollment for the 2016-2017 school year is 
currently full. 
 Please visit ecs4kids.org to find other providers 
in our area. 
 
 

 
 

 
Early KG registration is HERE!  

Click the link below to schedule an 
appointment.  
http://www-

wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/  
 
 
 

Website/School%20Website/Website/School%20Website/Website/School%20Website/ecs4kids.org
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
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It’s graduation time for our fifth graders!  We will miss your smiling faces and wish 
you the best of luck in middle school.  Remember all you’ve learned at Wards Creek 
Elementary and go forward as the amazing leaders you’ve all become. 
 
Well….my time is up, my term is over, and I have so many to thank.  Thank you to 
Edie Jarrell, Tim Lundquist and Sam Fisher who have helped in so many ways to 
make my role as the PTO president easier.  Many thanks to all the teachers, 
administration, staff and families of WCE for your help and support.  Being PTO 
president has been very rewarding.  I feel honored to have had the opportunity to 
be involved with WCE and the wonderful children and families whom I’ve grown 
to adore over the past two years.  I’ve been fortunate to have two stellar executive 
boards who have always had my back and of course, my family Michelle, Ken, 
Davis, Ava and Tony, who have been my constant support. 
 
Thanks Again and Go Warriors! 
 
Ricke  
 

PTO Update 
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Skills Your Child Should Know 

Before Coming To Kindergarten 

Children don’t need to be able to read by the time they enter 

kindergarten, instead students should be ready to be taught how to 

read.  Parents should read, sing, and talk with their child daily to 

prepare them. 

 

Here are some examples of what children should be able to do: 

 *Recognize alphabet letters.  This means recognizing isolated letters, 

not just memorizing them in sequence. 

 *Know their first and last name.  Be able to recognize name in print. 

 *Count, typically students should be able to reach at least 20, and 

they need to understand the concept that each number corresponds to 

a quantity. 

 *Recognize numbers and patterns.  This includes being able to 

distinguish between letters and numbers. 

 *Identify shapes and colors. Can sort and classify by shape, size, and 

color.  

 *Share, wait their turn, and communicate with words, not actions 

when they are upset. 

 *Pay attention:  students should be able to sit long enough to hear a 

story and be able to understand and follow two-step and three-step 

directions. 

 *Zip, snap, tie, button, and fasten Velcro.  They should be able to tie 

their own shoes and take care of their bathroom needs independently. 

*Cut and glue independently.  

*They should be practicing their phone number and address.  

*Please see the additional handout with SOME of the high frequency 

words your child will learn in kindergarten.  
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Below is a sample of some high frequency and decodable words your child will 

be expected to know in Kindergarten. Be proactive! Print these words to 

practice with your child over the summer. Happy reading!  

 

I see my like to a 

an the  can go am is 

for had what you It will 

me in  that be up play 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Report Cards & Test scores are available online until our 
scheduling for the 2016-2017 school year starts. 

To view your child’s progress you will need to access 
Home Access Center (HAC). 

Click the link below to create an account or sign in. 
If you need assistance please email 
Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us. 
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/ 

mailto:Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
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Hello from the School Nurse! 
Greetings from the Nurse’s office! Allow myself to 

introduce….myself! My name is Regina Boyd. I am so happy 
to be here! I transferred from Rawlings Elementary in Ponte 
Vedra.  

At this time in the clinic, I’ve seen many children with 
fevers, sore throat and some possible stomach bugs.  I’d like 
to remind parents to keep your children home until they are 
symptom free for 24 hours to ensure they are completely well. 
Many of our students are waking up feeling better only to 
return home with hours. I know we want our children to 
attend school, especially during FSA season, but they will 
perform with excellence when they are feeling well! 

If you are spring cleaning and wanting to donate your children’s clothing, 
the clinic is in short supply of shorts for sizes 4-8 for both boys and girls. My 
clothing closet is such a blessing and convenience to our students in need of extra 
clothes during the school day! The last day of school is here! If your child has 
medication in the clinic, you will need to pick it up by Friday May 27th. 
Elementary students are not allowed to bring medications home in backpacks. A 
parent or guardian must pick up the medication. All medication not picked will 
be disposed.  Have a great Summer! 

 
Mrs. King is so pleased to welcome our new Safety Leader Team for the 
2016-2017 school year. These students completed a lengthy application 

process and were chosen by staff members and students!  

 

WARDS CREEK SAFETY LEADER TEAM 2016 -2017 
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Bradley P. was nominated by Ms. Smith. He is always 
punctual and respectful! Thanks Bradley!  

Emma R. was nominated by Mrs. Lusk. Emma stepped 
right up when we need help. She is dependable and 
always going above and beyond. You rock Emma!  
 

Jake C. was nominated by Mrs. Janssen. He is always 
setting a good example for other students and using his 
best manners. He is always being gentleman. Way to go 
Jake!  
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JaySea O. was nominated by her teacher Mrs. Smith. 
JaySea always has a smile on her face and ready to help 
out. We are lucky to have you on our team!  

Caden W. was nominated by Mrs. Truelove. Caden is 
very polite and helpful. He always says hello and asks 
if I need anything. Thank you Caden!   
 

Clubb Brennan Safety Leaders are the ABSOLUTE best! Without a shadow of a 
doubt, this is one of the most responsible, caring, trustworthy, and compassionate 

groups of leaders that we have EVER had! Caden, Kinsey, Meredith, Grace, 
Christopher, Bella, and Jake- We are SO lucky to be your teachers. You ROCK! 

 



Page 13 
 

 
 
 

“Mom, I’m bored!” 
Summer is here and what is a parent’s biggest challenge?  Keeping the children occupied 
and engaged during the summer months.  It is so quick and easy to download ANOTHER app 
to keep them busy, or to stream the latest movie that will keep them happy while you 
scurry around the house, being a mom.   
 
Here are a few tips and some useful resources to help you find balance to create happy 
and healthy summer weeks: 
 
Spend some offline time with your children every day – unplug from all of your devices and 
plug into time together.  Read a book together, play a board game, take a nature walk or 
just talk together.  This is a website that is rich in ideas and suggestions: 
http://puresight.com/Useful-tools/online-child-safety-during-summer-vacation.html  
 
The people at TIME offer many ideas, especially to make sure that you are familiar with 
what your child’s devices can do and how to set parental controls: 
http://time.com/3940304/kids-safe-online-safety/  
 
The Family Online Safety Institute (FOSI) helps you navigate all of the possibilities.  
Technology has created and an endless list of safety concerns.  FOSI breaks it all down into 
a manageable list of topics to tackle. 
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/top-5-free-tools-keeping-your-family-safe-
online/  
 
We don’t want to think that our children’s friend, their best buddies, or our own children 
would engage in hurtful or inappropriate digital activity. But it does happen and when it 
does it can turn your world upside-down.  Did you know that there are laws against 
cyberbullying?  Did you know that local law enforcement will get involved if they receive a 
report that cyberbullying has occurred?  Did you know that there are extremely severe 
consequences in our school district’s policies if cyberbullying occurs? Here are resources 
from experts whose sole purpose is to stop CYBERBULLYING. 

 http://www.stopbullying.gov/index.html 

 http://www.ncpc.org/topics/cyberbullying/ 

 http://cyberbullying.us/ 

 http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/collection/bullying-teasing/parent-
guide-to-bullying 

 http://www.stopbullying.gov/laws/index.html 

 http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/sdfs/reporting/ 
 
We hope you have enjoyed these technology articles and have found them helpful.  We’ll 
be back again next year.  If there are topics you would like us to cover or have suggestions 
please contact either of us.  Here is our contact information:  Mrs. Battaglino at 
Deborah.Battaglino@stjohns.k12.fl.us   and/or  
Ms. Smith at Dana.Smith@stjohns.k12.fl.us  Have a cyber-safe summer! 
 
 

Summer Technology Bytes 
By Mrs. Battaglino and Ms. D. Smith 

http://puresight.com/Useful-tools/online-child-safety-during-summer-vacation.html
http://time.com/3940304/kids-safe-online-safety/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/top-5-free-tools-keeping-your-family-safe-online/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/top-5-free-tools-keeping-your-family-safe-online/
http://www.stopbullying.gov/index.html
http://www.ncpc.org/topics/cyberbullying/
http://cyberbullying.us/
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/collection/bullying-teasing/parent-guide-to-bullying
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/collection/bullying-teasing/parent-guide-to-bullying
http://www.stopbullying.gov/laws/index.html
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/sdfs/reporting/
mailto:Deborah.Battaglino@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Dana.Smith@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Home Access Center will be online until Friday, 
June 10th.  

 
Our system will be turned off so we can start 
scheduling for the 2016-2017 school year!  

Have a wonderful Summer!  
Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us.   

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/ 
 

Extended Day 2016/17: 
 

Extended Day Early Registration for 2016-17 will open on March 1, 2016. 
 
We will be accepting early registration for the extended day program for 2016-17 school year 
starting March 1st through May 26th.  The benefits of registering early is you will receive a $25 
discount and it will hold your child’s slot in our program.  The amount to register is $50.00 if 
registered on or before the last day of school.  Registration will open again on August 3rd 2016.  
The registration on August 3rd will be $75.00.  Please note that there will be two monthly 
payments due in August.  The first monthly payment will be due on August 3rd and the second 
monthly payment will be due on August 15th.  (See page 11 for the payment calendar!) 
 

The registration forms and fee schedules can be found on our website or you can get a copy from 
the front office.  If you have any questions please contact Casey Messenger at (904)547-8750 or 
casiemessenger@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
 

 

Note from our ILC 

mailto:Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
mailto:casiemessenger@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Wow!  This year has flown by filled with lots of learning and 
fun!  This month has been especially busy with the Book 
Fair, Discovery Education testing, Field Day, bowling field 
trip, and the Spring Fling Carnival! 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped make our field day 
a success.  The kids had so much fun at all the activities that 
Coach Henson and Coach Hartley had planned.  It only 
lasted two hours but it sure wore out the kids! 
 
The bowling field trip is always a great end-of-year 
celebration for the kids!  Thank you to all the volunteers who 
came to either bowl or to cheer on the kids! 
 
On Friday, May 20th, the kids were treated to a special 
surprise!  “Papa Ty the Magic Guy” amazed and astonished 
the kids with some marvelous magic tricks.  He even taught 
them a trick or two. 
 
It has been our pleasure to have the opportunity to spend 
time with, and to teach, your children.  We hope you have a 
wonderful summer and remember to have your “rising third 
grader” keep reading and studying the math facts! 
 
 

Warrior Highlights: Super Second Grade 
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Cool Kindergarten 

At the end of April and early May, Kindergarten had the opportunity to 
explore 2 great places.  To follow along with our Science unit, Living and 
Non Living, we traveled to Rype and Readi Farm.  We got to visit their 
nursery, learn about hydroponics, feed farm animals and taste locally 
grown fruit and veggies.  If you have not visited this wonderful farm and 
produce mart, please take the time to do it.  View all about them at 
rypeandreadi.com. We also went to The Alligator Farm in St Augustine.  
We were able to see some of the animals we explored while we studied 
all about the continent of Australia.  Great times are happening in the 
Orange House.  We hope everyone has a great summer.  We look 
forward to seeing you in August!  

 

 
 

 

The First Grade Team would like to wish all 

the First Graders a Happy and Safe Summer!  

We will see you in August! 

 

 
 

Warrior 
Highlights! 
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Fantastic Fourth Grade! 

 

All of our marvelous fourth grade students staged 
an exciting and wonderful production of Peter 
Pan!  The students performed three times to a full 
house!  The fourth grade teachers are so proud of 
our students…all worked hard to make this event 
such a success!  We are also extremely grateful for 
the support of the fourth grade parents who 
helped build sets, do hair and makeup, and serve 
pizza and cake at the cast party.  We could not 
have done this without your phenomenal efforts.   
 

Third Grade Leaders With 

Character 

We are very proud of our Third Grade Warriors who were elected 
by their peers for exhibiting good character.   

These are the students for April & May 

From Mrs. Lawless’ Class- Shooter Suckow & Jacob Russell 
 
From Mrs. Oswalt’s Class- Skyler Lampley & Jack Coulter 
From Mrs. Allen & Ms. Jacobs’ Class-Lily Reed & Jacklynn Tran 
From Mrs. Jarriel’s Class- Zoe Eisen, Jeremy Knutsen, & Keegan Miller  

From Mrs. Lareau’s Class- Tommy Pickett & Anson Ladyman 
From Mrs. Klein’s Class – Adeline Cannegieter &Victor Hegeman 
From Mrs. Truelove’s Class- Connor Vermeire & Jacob Bozak 
From Mrs. Blaylock’s Class- Steven Kleiber & Kevin Baranov 
From Mr. Milite’s Class- Isabella Ortiz & Luna Pappas 

 

Our students have grown tremendously in their leadership skills.  
Have a wonderful summer!!!! 

 

Warrior Highlights! 



Page 20 
 

 
 
 

News from the P.E. Hut  
 

Kids Triathlon has been postponed until June 11th and 
12th. The event is still at JU.  
 

Have a great and active summer! 

 

Congratulations 

Wards Creek 5th grade  

Class of 2016 

 
 

We are so proud of all you have 

accomplished! Best of luck in 

middle school.   
 
 

Warrior Highlights! 
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It is important that your child arrive at school between 8:00 

am and 8:25 am. Please make sure your child arrives at 

school by 8:25 am so that they can be in their classroom 

ready to learn by 8:30 am. If you child is absent please send a 

note or email within 48 hours of returning to school.  

*Research shows that attendance is an important factor in 

student achievement.  

Platinum Business Partners 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOzR1fn3qMcCFcOmHgodcrALlA&url=http://www.rcsdk12.org/Page/823&ei=tQ_OVayjJ8PNevLgrqAJ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHNTVhqoiPJ22lrZGIdKDfJbWMY0w&ust=1439654169346050
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