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Lighting the 
Way to 

Leadership! 

Wards Creek Elementary    6555 SR 16, St. Augustine, FL 32092    April/May 2016 

OUR CORE VALUES  

We believe that: 
• The Character Counts Pillars of 

Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and 
Citizenship are essential qualities to 
model and instill in our students. 

• The Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People are the foundation for 
developing leaders. 

• All individuals are valuable and can 
make meaningful contributions. 

• A caring and compassionate learning 
environment will support the needs of 
the whole child and inspire all to 
reach their full potential. 

• Leaders are life-long learners. 
 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF HAPPY KIDS 

 
1. Be Proactive – I am in charge! 
2. Begin with the end in mind – Have a 

plan!  
3.  Put first things first – Work first, then 

play!  
4. Think win/win – There’s plenty for 

all! 
5.  Seek first to understand, then to be 

understood – Listen before you speak!  
6. Synergize – Together is better! 
7. Sharpen the saw – Balance feels best! 

BONUS:  
8. Find your voice, and inspire others to 

find theirs – I’m on a mission! 
 

OUR VISION IS TO: Be a school  
Where Children Excel by 
developing leaders with character 
and a passion for lifelong learning. 

 

OUR MISSION IS TO: Engage 
Learners to Excel in Life and 

Embrace Leadership to Enhance 
our Local and global society. 
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  Happy Spring to our Warrior families!   
 
We are officially in the 4th and last quarter of the school year.  We 
will be completing assessments during this quarter, but don’t you 
worry – we have some fun stuff planned as well!  Our goal is to work 
hard, play hard, and finish strong!   
 
I want to thank all our volunteers for your contribution to the success 
of our school year.  This past week, we celebrated our Volunteers of 
the Year at the District Banquet.  Wanda Nelson and Jack Shepard 
were our representatives.  Our PTO president, Ricke Ricciardelli and 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Megan Bastow joined us to recognize all 
the many volunteers who support our school.  We proudly accepted 
the 5-STAR school award for community involvement and 
volunteerism.  We could not provide all the educational 
enhancements for our students without your partnership.  We are so 
grateful. 
 
As you may know, Dr. Joyner will be retiring next year.  A 
Superintendent Search Citizens Advisory Committee will be created 
to assist in the review of applicants based on the district’s 
qualifications and public feedback. Community members interested 
in serving on this committee are requested to submit an application. 
The application must be postmarked or submitted by close of 
business Monday, April 25 and is available online on the district’s 
website at http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/supt-search/ 
 
If you would like to complete a profile to help us in placing your 
child for next year, please go to the link below.  This will be open 
until Friday, 5/13. 
http://www.quia.com/sv/737957.html  
 
 
Grateful to serve, 
 
Edie Jarrell, Principal 
 
 

 

Jarrell’s Journal Jarrell’s Journal 

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/supt-search/
http://www.quia.com/sv/737957.html
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Enrollment for the 2016-2017 school year is 
currently full. 
 Please visit ecs4kids.org to find other providers 
in our area. 
 
 

 
 

 
Early KG registration is HERE!  

Click the link below to schedule an 
appointment.  
http://www-

wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/  
 
 
 
 

Website/School%20Website/Website/School%20Website/Website/School%20Website/ecs4kids.org
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
http://www-wce.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
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Skills Your Child Should Know 

Before Coming To Kindergarten 

Children don’t need to be able to read by the time they enter 

kindergarten, instead students should be ready to be taught how to 

read.  Parents should read, sing, and talk with their child daily to 

prepare them. 

 

Here are some examples of what children should be able to do: 

 *Recognize alphabet letters.  This means recognizing isolated letters, 

not just memorizing them in sequence. 

 *Know their first and last name.  Be able to recognize name in print. 

 *Count, typically students should be able to reach at least 20, and 

they need to understand the concept that each number corresponds to 

a quantity. 

 *Recognize numbers and patterns.  This includes being able to 

distinguish between letters and numbers. 

 *Identify shapes and colors. Can sort and classify by shape, size, and 

color.  

 *Share, wait their turn, and communicate with words, not actions 

when they are upset. 

 *Pay attention:  students should be able to sit long enough to hear a 

story and be able to understand and follow two-step and three-step 

directions. 

 *Zip, snap, tie, button, and fasten Velcro.  They should be able to tie 

their own shoes and take care of their bathroom needs independently. 

*Cut and glue independently.  

*They should be practicing their phone number and address.  

*Please see the additional handout with SOME of the high frequency 

words your child will learn in kindergarten.  
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Below is a sample of some high frequency and decodable words your child will 

be expected to know in Kindergarten. Be proactive! Print these words to 

practice with your child over the summer. Happy reading!  

 

I see my like to a 

an the  can go am is 

for had what you It will 

me in  that be up play 
 
 
 

ATTENTION RISING 5TH GRADERS! 
 

Safety Leader Applicant Timeline 
1. April 1st: Applications Were Due to Mrs. King 

*Late applications WILL NOT be accepted.  
2. May 2nd – 6th: Selections Finalized 
3. May 9th – New Safety Leaders Announced   
4. May 9th – 13th: New Safety Leader Training 
5. May 16th – 27th: Fulltime Safety Leader!  
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http://www.leonards.com/yearbooks?con_no=34786 
 

http://www.leonards.com/yearbooks?con_no=34786


Page 7 
 

 
 
 

  

PTO Update  
 

Spring Leadership Festival time again! Yes, it's the return of our 
fabulous baskets full of surprises and tickets to some of the world’s 
greatest attractions.  This year we have Disney, Universal, Seaworld, 
and Jax Zoo, just to name a few.  Tickets are only $1.00 each.  Baskets 
will be on display beginning May 11th with drawings during the 
festival on 5/13.  The festival is 6pm to 8pm, tickets are $7.00 each, 
and children 3 and under and parents are free. 
 
Congratulations to Jack Shepard (Andrea Janssen's dad) Senior 
Volunteer of the year and Wanda Nelson, Volunteer of the year .  We 
appreciate all your help. 
 
Next month is all about 5th grade and saying goodbye to a great 
class.  We have great activities planned with the final clap out on 
May 25 (keep those tissues handy).  

 

Extended Day 2016/17: 
 

Extended Day Early Registration for 2016-17 will open on March 1, 2016. 
 
We will be accepting early registration for the extended day program for 2016-17 school year 
starting March 1st through May 26th.  The benefits of registering early is you will receive a $25 
discount and it will hold your child’s slot in our program.  The amount to register is $50.00 if 
registered on or before the last day of school.  Registration will open again on August 3rd 2016.  
The registration on August 3rd will be $75.00.  Please note that there will be two monthly 
payments due in August.  The first monthly payment will be due on August 3rd and the second 
monthly payment will be due on August 15th.  (See page 11 for the payment calendar!) 
 

The registration forms and fee schedules can be found on our website or you can get a copy from 
the front office.  If you have any questions please contact Casey Messenger at (904)547-8750 or 
casiemessenger@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
 

 

Note from our ILC 

mailto:casiemessenger@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Technology Bytes- YouTube! 
Submitted by Mrs. Battaglino and Ms. D. Smith 

 
Smosh, Good Mythical Morning, PewDiePie, YumSoda, and SkyeDoesMinecraft.  If these 
names make no sense to you, you need to catch up.  You can start by asking your 
kids.  They probably know these names.  They are YouTube channels that are 
popular with kids. If you are not already up to speed with YouTube, this post is for 
you.  Even if you think that you have your child’s YouTube usage under control you 
may want to keep reading. 
 
YouTube is a part of our digital reality.  New YouTubers are popping up every day.  
Some are educational, some are fun, and some are very inappropriate for children of 
all ages!  
 
News of the channels that are popular with kids spreads like wild fire. The problem 
arises when children hear about a new YouTuber and go “searching” for a new 
YouTuber or new YouTube channel.  The reason that searching on YouTube is so 
risky is that the exact spelling can be tough to figure out.  When you search using a 
name that is not exact, the search pulls countless results.  That is where the danger 
lies.  Most inappropriate sites, YouTube channels, and YouTubers create names that 
are similar to those that are popular with the intent of getting screen-time in front of 
your children.  The rest is history.  You can’t “un-see” something! 
 
Would you allow your child to go house-to-house, knocking on doors, ALONE, as a 
means of finding a friend that they know lives somewhere in the neighborhood 
without knowing the exact address?  Of course you wouldn’t.  That is the essence of 
what they are doing when they search YouTube.  
 
There is hope – There is help!  Check out the links below, they are packed with 
guidance and tips to make using YouTube safe and fun: 
 
Common Sense Media Guide to YouTube:  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/a-parents-ultimate-guide-to-youtube 
 
Common Sense Media 12 best YouTube channels  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/12-best-youtube-channels-for-kids-
and-teens 
 
Common Sense Media – Safety Mode how-to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkI3e0P3S5E 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/a-parents-ultimate-guide-to-youtube
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/12-best-youtube-channels-for-kids-and-teens
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/12-best-youtube-channels-for-kids-and-teens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkI3e0P3S5E
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This month the second graders were treated to a storyteller.  It’s an 
in-school field trip!  It was a short trip, as we only went to the 
cafeteria!  Ms. Kaye Brynes is an amazing story teller who captivated 
the children with oral stories.  She told folk tales and fairy tales and 
the children were spell-bound. 
 
This year has flown by so quickly that it’s already time to do some 
review work in preparations for our end-of-year Discovery Education 
assessments that will be held in early May.  After those assessments 
are over we will be having our Second Grade Field Day on 
Wednesday, May 11.   
 
Coaches Henson and Hartley will need parent volunteers to help 
make that day run smoothly.  The field day will be from about 9:00 to 
11:00.  The kids have a blast, but the coaches will need help for it to 
be a success.  Please let your child’s teacher know if you will be able 
to help. 
 

 

The 4th grade team is excited to announce a fabulous opportunity for 
all 4th grade students. We will be performing a musical titled, Peter 
Pan on May 20th . Every 4th grader will have a role either in the 
chorus, on stage, or behind the scenes. We know that your children 
are going to love to be a part of this production. It will be fun but also 
educational.  
 
We are also looking forward to our upcoming field trips to 
downtown St. Augustine on April 19th and IMAX theater on May5th!  
 
We all have some special visitors “metamorphasizing” before our 
very eyes in our classrooms…Monarch caterpillars! We are studying 
their life cycle up close and personal!  
 

Warrior Highlights: Super Second Grade 

Warrior Highlights: Fourth Grade 
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Excellent ESE! 

As your new speech-language pathologist (SLP), I 
would like introduce myself.  My name is Briana 
Groeger. First, I’m very excited to join the Wards 
Creek elementary family and I look forward to 
working with you and your child in speech-language 
therapy. It is my hope that your child has wonderful 
learning experiences throughout the rest of the year.  

As my background is specializing with the pediatric 
population across multiple settings (i.e., Duval 
County Schools, outpatient clinics, & home health 
settings), your child will be participating in some 
play-based activities in therapy each week that 
facilitate improved speech sound production, 
receptive language (comprehension), and/or 
expressive language skills.  As I get to know your 
children and their goals, many of your children will 
also participate in classroom-based therapy as 
research has shown this to be beneficial for your 
children.   

As parental involvement at home is key for your 
child’s speech/language growth, I look forward to 
meeting and working with you this year as well as 
the upcoming school year. Once I get a little more 
familiar with your child’s speech/language needs, I 
will try to send more specific interventions/activities 
for you to use at home. Again, thank you for your 
participation in speech-language therapy! 

Cool Kindergarten!  
 

Kindergarten had a great day visiting the Rype 
and Readi Farm in Elkton.  We toured their 
produce stand, fed the farm animals, tasted 
fruit and learned about hydroponics!  We also 
learned some new vocabulary words—local 
and edible!  It was a great way to end our farm 
study unit! 

 
A locally grown purple sweet potato! 

 

 
2 lambs born March 1, 2016 

Fantastic First Grade’s Living Zoo 
The First Graders will participate in a Living Zoo on Thursday, May 19th 10:45am-
11:30am as a conclusion of their animal research projects.  The Living Zoo will be 
open to parents of first graders.  We look forward to learning about many different 
types of animals 

.  

Warrior 
Highlights! 
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Phenomenal Fifth Grade! 
This year several of our WCES 5th grade classes completed STEM Fair projects. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math)  These projects were then judged based on originality and 
experimental design.  Congratulations to the following students for earning a Finalist Certificate to 
participate in the district fair at Palencia Elementary on May 14th! 

Caitlin Lasswell – “Can veggies be hidden in other foods and go unnoticed?” 
Panagioti Vasileiadis & Sergio Reyes – “Can soccer be a safer sport using headgear made from 

packaging materials?” 
Alexander Buffington & Shane Monaghan – “How does playing electronics affect short term brain 

memory and your mood?” 

 

       

TERRIFIC Third Grade  

Third Grade is feverishly working on learning/memorizing our 
multiplication facts.  This is a third grade standard and a vital 
prerequisite of fourth grade.  Our third graders will be much more 
successful in mathematics next year if this important skill is learned now.  
Please, please take the time to practice nightly these facts until your child 
knows them by heart. 

 
 

 

 

Warrior 
Highlights! 
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News from the P.E. Hut  
Come and join the Wards Creek Triathlon Team! 
Signups for the First Coast Kids Triathlon are due on April 12th. 
First Coast Kids Triathlon Practice Starts on April 19th. 
Race Date is May 21st and 22nd. 
Register: http://www.kidstriathloninc.org/jacksonville-kids-
triathlon.html  
See Coach Henson for information 
 
If you are looking for a fun family friendly event check out. 
Running of the Knights at 
Creekside High School on 
Friday, May 13th  
Register: www.runningoftheknights.com 
 

Field Day 
Volunteers Needed! 

May 11, 2nd and 3rd Grade 9:00 – 11:00 Be at the PE Hut at 8:40 
May 11, 4th and 5th Grade 11:30 – 1:30 Be at the PE hut at 11:10 
May 18, 2nd and 3th Grade 9:30 – 11:30 Be at the PE Hut at 9:10 

News from the Art Room! 
Wards Creek Art Walk 

Our artists have been hard at work creating masterpieces for the 2016 art walk. 
All grades completed rainforest themed art projects that will be on display in the 
hallways near the cafeteria for the month of May. If you are on campus anytime 
during May, be sure to swing by and check out the awesome artwork our 
students created! 

 
 

Warrior Highlights! 

News from the Media Center  
The Spring 2016 Book Fair will be on Monday, May 2 
through Friday, May 6 in Mrs. Fuata’s learning cottage. 

http://www.kidstriathloninc.org/jacksonville-kids-triathlon.html
http://www.kidstriathloninc.org/jacksonville-kids-triathlon.html
http://www.runningoftheknights.com/
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Kindergarten Team and 
Comfort for Canines 

 

This year our Kindergarten classes at Wards Creek have 
begun a community service project to help our local 
animal shelters and we need your help! 

How you can help: 

Clean out your closet and throw in the towel!  The shelters are in need of 

these items:  

Blankets, towels, fleece throws, pet beds, and baby blankets.   

Think soft, absorbent, and not too bulky... things you'd wash at home.  Items 

that can cushion the bottoms of crates and kennels, and keep dogs’ noses, 

paws and ears dry. 

Items that are not so good to donate: 

 For the most part, shelters do not want bed sheets—they are not 

absorbent enough and do not stand up to repeated laundering. 

Anything too bulky is difficult for the shelter staffs to manage; this 

precludes comforters, bedspreads, heavy area rugs, queen or king-

sized quilts and mattress covers.  

 No pillows at all. 

 No electric blankets, please, unless the cords are removed.  

 No clothes, please!  

Feel free to start sending in these items now.  You can either send it in with 

your child, leave it at the front desk, or walk it in to your child’s classroom.  

Thank you so much for your help and support.  Look for an update soon 

after our first drop off to the shelters! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-GdJzpJiHYvs/UOImrwKtFjI/AAAAAAAAApE/E4w7koQfmJ0/s1600/DogBlanket.png&imgrefurl=http://bellambivet.blogspot.com/2014_06_01_archive.html&h=320&w=640&tbnid=IcuDXMjW8QuaSM:&zoom=1&docid=7OHAObRkZhH_rM&ei=qe4xVMbhIoWYyQSrp4GIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CHoQMyhSMFI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1765&page=6&start=82&ndsp=16
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Third Grade Service Project 

**Clinic Supplies** 

Help the Clinic keep Warriors healthy 
and happy! 

You may send in donated items with your child, or drop them off at the 
clinic.  Please mention our 3rd grade service project.  Our student 
leaders will use graphs to keep track of items donated, in order to adjust 
the supply list as needed.  Thank you for supporting our WCE clinic 
and the 3rd grade service project! 

Clinic Needs: 

Food Stuff (These items are listed in the priority/quantity of need . The 
top three items need replenishing regularly.) 

 Small water bottles (only mini water bottles, please) 

 Goldfish 

 Animal crackers 

 Children’s protein bars (suggestion: K bars made by Clif Bars) 

 Gluten free children’s bars (Kind bars, Lara and Luna bars have 
some gluten free) 

 Small (4 oz.) apple juice boxes 

 Small (4 oz.) variety juice boxes 

 Nut free cookies (shelf stable only – suggestion: Duo Cookies that are 
individually packaged nut free cookies) 

 Squeeze apple sauce 

 Go Picnic brand gluten free shelf stable snack/lunch packs 

 Gluten free beef and turkey jerky (must not need to be refrigerated) 

 Snack pack pudding (not refrigerated) 

 Clinic Needs: Additional needs 

 Clorox wipes 

 GOOD sandwich size Ziploc bags. I cannot use dollar store bags, 
they leak. 

 Alcohol prep pads 

 Ace bandages  
 Any EUC arm slings that people might have that they are no longer 

using  
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It is important that your child arrive at school between 8:00 

am and 8:25 am. Please make sure your child arrives at 

school by 8:25 am so that they can be in their classroom 

ready to learn by 8:30 am. If you child is absent please send a 

note or email within 48 hours of returning to school.  

Platinum Business Partners 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOzR1fn3qMcCFcOmHgodcrALlA&url=http://www.rcsdk12.org/Page/823&ei=tQ_OVayjJ8PNevLgrqAJ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHNTVhqoiPJ22lrZGIdKDfJbWMY0w&ust=1439654169346050
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*Research shows that attendance is an important factor in 

student achievement.  
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