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Lighting the 
Way to 

Leadership! 

Wards Creek Elementary    6555 SR 16, St. Augustine, FL 32092       May 2014 

OUR CORE VALUES  

We believe that: 
• The Character Counts Pillars of 

Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and 
Citizenship are essential qualities to 
model and instill in our students. 

• The Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People are the foundation for 
developing leaders. 

• All individuals are valuable and can 
make meaningful contributions. 

• A caring and compassionate learning 
environment will support the needs of 
the whole child and inspire all to 
reach their full potential. 

• Leaders are life-long learners. 
 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF HAPPY KIDS 

 
1. Be Proactive – I am in charge! 
2. Begin with the end in mind – Have a 

plan!  
3.  Put first things first – Work first, then 

play!  
4. Think win/win – There’s plenty for 

all! 
5.  Seek first to understand, then to be 

understood – Listen before you speak!  
6. Synergize – Together is better! 
7. Sharpen the saw – Balance feels best! 

BONUS:  
8. Find your voice, and inspire others to 

find theirs – I’m on a mission! 
 

 
OUR VISION IS TO: Be a school  
Where Children Excel by developing 

strong character and a passion for 
lifelong learning. 

 

OUR MISSION IS TO: Engage 
Learners to Excel in Life and Embrace 
Leadership to Enhance our Local and 
global society. 
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Hi Warrior Families! 
I hope you are all enjoying the warmth of Spring.  Just like the 

flowers are growing and blooming, I am amazed as I watch our 
children growing and blooming as well.  This is the time when we 
begin to realize that the end of this school year is heading our way.  
We have some wonderful learning and celebrating ahead and I 
know we are going to finish strong! 

Assessment is a powerful tool to provide feedback and help us 
measure our students’ proficiency with grade level content as well 
as show the growth they have made throughout the school year.  It 
seems like this is the “testing season” and I cannot express how 
grateful I am to the teachers and parents for recognizing the value 
of assessment and encouraging our students to do their very best.  
Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders have finished FCAT and now our 
primary students will be taking the Discovery Ed. Assessment over 
the next few weeks.  

I’d like to give a very special THANK YOU to Davidson Realty 
who popped by to give our school a check for over $4000!!!!  They 
have been sponsoring fundraisers throughout the year and their 
efforts will go a long way in providing hands on technology for our 
students.  Wards Creek is so blessed with our generous and 
committed business partners and we are so grateful to Davidson 
Realty for this incredible gift! 

I look forward to seeing you at the many upcoming activities!  
It is great to be a Warrior!! 

 
Privileged to Serve,  

Edie Jarrell 

 

Jarrell’s Journal 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
MAY 

5-9 – Teacher Appreciation Week 
5 – 5th grade to Universal Studios 
5 – PTO Board 
6 – Pre-registration for 
Kindergarten and new enrollees 
7 – 2nd/3rd Field Day 
8 – 1st grade Bowling 
8 – Night of the Arts 
12 - SAC 
13 – Battle of the Books 
13 – Tech Team visits Shands 
Hospital 
14 – 4th/5th Field Day 
16 – PTO Leadership Festival 
(Spring Carnival) 
17 – STEM Fair 
18 – Tri-Athlon 
19 – Safety Leaders to Sea World 
20 – 5th Grade to Pacetti Bay 
22 – Chorus/Orff Concert 
23 – Leadership Lunch 
26 – Memorial Day – NO 
SCHOOL 
28 – 5th Grade Graduation 
28 – 4th Grade BBQ 
29 – Reading Celebration 

JUNE 

2 – Kindergarten Aussie Day 
3 – 5th grade Talent Show 
4 – 5th grade Celebration 
4 – Character Carnival 
4 – 5th Grade Clap Out 
5 – Last Day for Students 
(dismissal at 1:50) 
 

Congratulations to  
Odyssey Warriors! 

     Our “Stackable Structure” team took 
9th place out of the top 20 structure 
teams at the State Tournament at the 
University of Central Florida on April 
12th!!  They built a balsa wood structure 
made up of four different components 
having no continuous vertical column 
and with a weight limit of 18 grams and 
a height limit of 8 inches.  As part of 
their performance they had to test their 
structure by placing weights on it.  
Their structure held 19 pounds.  They 
also had to integrate it into a replica of 
the Earth as part of their performance.   

Team Members: 
Carlee Cashwell 

Tommy Klein 
Declan McCarthy 

Astrid Hjort 
Carson Reynolds 

     Our Primary Team, which is a non-
competing team, did an excellent job 
and wowed the judges!  They 
performed their version of the “World’s 
First Art Festival”.  They created an 
original song and dance, built a set, and 
made their own costumes. 

Team Members: 
Sydney Prater 
George Pappas 
Grace Kennedy 

Riley Smith 
Amelia Gilliam 

     Both teams also participated in the 
“Spontaneous” portion of the 
competition where they had to solve a 
problem on-the-spot.  We are so proud 
of our Odyssey Warriors! 
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Dear Families of Wards Creek Elementary, 
 
This month I’ll be sharing information with you about standard six from The 
Florida Standards and the Common Core Anchor Standards for Reading. The 
Anchor Standards for Reading are the standards that guide Kindergarten through 
12th grade students to become college and career ready. Anchor Standard Six 
Reads:  
 
Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
This standard is asking students to consider two important aspects of a piece of 
literature. First, the readers must be able to identify the point of the view of the 
characters in the text and the purpose the piece was written. Secondly, students 
are asked to take their knowledge of the point of view and purpose to assess how 
this point of view or purpose is connected to the content of the text, as well as the 
style it was written.  
 
Take, for example, the book Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis. This text 
is a read-aloud text exemplar for second and third grade, and an independent 
read for grades four and five. Bud, Not Buddy takes place in the 1930s and is told 
in the first person by a ten year old boy who is was orphaned and runs away.  
When reading this text, we would want students to consider how the first person 
narrative of a ten-year-old boy is related to the content and style of the writing. In 
the book, the language Bud uses reflects both his age and the area that book takes 
place. Additionally, the style of the writing also reflects the attitude of Bud and 
the era of the Great Depression.  
 
Other great books to use for students to explore point of view are Voices in the 
Park by Anthony Browne, Wonder by R.J. Palacio, and Ungifted by Gordan 
Korman. Each of these books tells a story from different characters’ points of 
view.  
 
These standards are rigorous and require our students to be critical readers and 
thinkers. Continue reading with your child and ask them to talk about what they 
are reading! 
 
All the best,  
Claire Riddell 
Claire.Riddell@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
(904) 547-8747 
 

Note from our ILC 

mailto:Claire.Riddell@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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 Guidance Corner 
 

FCAT IS OVER!!! 
      I would like to thank all of the 
volunteers, teachers, staff, and 
administration for their hard work and 
dedication during FCAT.  A special 
thanks goes out to all of the volunteers 
that proctored for countless hours during 
testing.  These volunteers were crucial to 
Wards Creek Elementary Schools FCAT 
testing running smoothly.  I am confident 
that our Warrior’s hard work will pay 
off.   
      I also wanted to include a link to an 
article (http://www.fldoe.org/pdf/QA-
03-17.pdf) on the FLDOE website that 
explains some common answers to 
questions regarding the new 
standardized testing that will begin next 
school year.   
      As always, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me at 547-8743.   

Leanne Adolf 
 

NEW WARRIOR REGISTRATION 
 
Early Kindergarten Registration is HERE! 
You can sign up for a time by clicking on the 
link below! 
 

 
 

 
VPK 

 

At this time, we are full for the 2014-2015 
school year.  The waiting list for the 2015-2016 

school year will open on August 18, 2014.  
Please email Christina.King@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

with any questions. 
 

 

FOOD DRIVE! 
We have an ongoing food drive going on 
for some of our families here at Wards 
Creek Elementary. Currently we have 19 
identified homeless families. Our goal is to 
try and send home food and paper goods 
each week. Anything you can do to help is 
greatly appreciated.  
Below is a link of some US children who are 
also living in poverty.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYCJL
iXigPk  Please send your donations to the 
front office. If you have any questions 
please contact Mrs. King @ 904-547-8737. 
 

Student Placement Survey 
 

Parents please click on the link below to 
provide us with important information 
that will help us select the best 
educational placement for your child for 
the 2014-2015 school year. We are already 
looking forward to a great year next here! 
Help us make it a stellar one by clicking 
below:  
 
http://www.quia.com/sv/661350.html  

 
 

http://www.fldoe.org/pdf/QA-03-17.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/pdf/QA-03-17.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0945A5AA283-registration1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYCJLiXigPk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYCJLiXigPk
http://www.quia.com/sv/661350.html
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PTO Update EXTENDED DAY! 

Hello Warrior Families! 
 

Don't forget that May 5-9th is 
Teacher/Staff Appreciation month. 
 Please take time to thank our WCE 
teachers and staff with a note, card or 
other token of appreciation.  If you need 
some specific ideas, please contact your 
child's room parent. 
 
We are very excited to announce that the 
PTO funded playground renovations will 
begin on May 5th.  Thank you for your 
support of our school and making the 
playground additions possible. 
 
Also, don't forget that our Spring 
Leadership Festival will be on Friday, 
May 16th.  We will have bounce houses, 
a rock wall, food, a helicopter from the 
Sheriff's department, a basket drawing, 
and entertainment on the outdoor stage. 
 Keep an eye on Tuesday folders for more 
information.  Also, please help your 
room parents get together their 
classroom baskets.   
 

Thank you, 
Amy Lasswell 

 
 

              

It is that time of year to Pre-Register for 
the Extended Day Enrichment Program! 
To receive your discounted rate and to 
hold your spot for needed care, please 
register before June 6th.  The pre-
registration rate is $50.00 per child.  You 
will save $25.00 per child if you pre-
register now. Our care fees this year did 
not increase!   

Registration fees are  
non-refundable! 

 
Please contact Casie Messenger at 
(904)547-8750 or 
casie.messenger@st.johns.k12.fl.us  for 
registration information.  Registration 
packets can also be picked up from the 
front office. See the flyer on page__ for 
more details! 
 

The 2013-2014 Yearbook is 
almost here! 

An exciting yearbook is on its way.  
Order now and don’t delay! 

This year’s book is full of great 
pictures, student art and some special 
surprises!  Don’t be disappointed, 
don’t be left out.  There are a limited 
number of yearbooks, and no orders 
will be accepted after the yearbooks 
are delivered, so order yours now.  
Ordering online is quick and easy. 
Use the link below and fill in the 
blanks.  The order number that you 
will need is: 89127. 
https://saweb1.leonards.com/yearb

ooks/startpage.aspx 
Orders accepted online only!. 

 

mailto:casie.messenger@st.johns.k12.fl.us
https://saweb1.leonards.com/yearbooks/startpage.aspx
https://saweb1.leonards.com/yearbooks/startpage.aspx
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Related Arts Spotlight:  
P.E. 

The WCE triathlon club is competing in the First Coast Kids Triathlon 
on May 18th.  The race is at Jacksonville University and it starts early 
that morning.  If you would like more information or would like to 
come and support our students you can find more information about 
the race at www.firstcoastkidstriathlon.org    

News from the Nurse 

April showers bring May flowers…and with those flowers comes MORE 

POLLEN!! As many of our allergy sufferers know, the pollen has been wreaking 

havoc on our heads, noses, throats and bellies! Did you know, what we have been 

going through is called a “Pollen Vortex?” Take a look: 

http://www.pollen.com/allergy-news.asp?file=140425newsfeed_daily_t.dat  

 

Surprisingly present late in the flu season is Flu A and B! Be on alert for the signs 

and symptoms, as treatment is only available within 48 hours of symptom onset. 

 

Flu signs and symptoms include fever, body aches, tiredness and cough. More 

information is available through a very informative website: 

http://www.flu.gov/symptoms-treatment/symptoms/  

 

Weekly flu activity is also available through the CDC: 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivitysurv.htm  

 

Finally, we are seeing quite a number of cases of positive strep throat. Here is 

some more information for you on this topic: 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/strep-

throat/basics/definition/con-20022811  

 

You do not have to have all of the signs and symptoms of these illnesses to 

actually be tested positive. Remember, the flu and a cold are a virus and 

antibiotics cannot be given. You can increase your Vitamin C intake and make 

sure to eat healthy to keep your immune system up during this season! Everyone 

stay well! Summer is coming! 

 
 

http://www.firstcoastkidstriathlon.org/
http://www.pollen.com/allergy-news.asp?file=140425newsfeed_daily_t.dat
http://www.flu.gov/symptoms-treatment/symptoms/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivitysurv.htm
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/strep-throat/basics/definition/con-20022811
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/strep-throat/basics/definition/con-20022811
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Platinum Business Partners 
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 
Help us make a difference in our youth’s lives.   

 

  

 

    

              

Join Our Cause    Friday  May 9th,  2014 

Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway is once again hosting the Kids Ocean 
day.  This years theme for the day is "Where the River Meets The Sea"  The Purpose of 
this event is to bring like-minded organizations together for interactive learning offered to 
more than two hundred third and fourth grade children for awareness and education 
encouraging good stewardship for protection of our environment.   

  

 

 This years event will be 
held at the GTM NERR 
research reserve. 505 
Guana River Road, St 
Johns County, FL 32082 

WE NEED 10 
ENTHUSIASTIC PEOPLE 
TO HELP.  Usher children 
from booth to booth, help 
with lunch, and for the 
grand display that will be 
on the beach as the 
children will create their art 

All Volunteers will need 
to arrive by 8:30 am to 
help set up.  the event 
starts at 10am and will 
be over at 1pm. 
Volunteers will need to 
stay till 2pm for cleanup  
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please contact me at 

gerald_yule@scenica1a.org 
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